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The Reverend Mr. Thomas Sharp, 
The Reverend Mr. Thomas Maning ham, 
The Reverend Mr. John Wright; 


And to the Worthy 


Mr. Im. King, LL. D. Mr. Thomas Aleyn, 
Andrew Wither, Eſq; Mr. Samuel Williams, 
George Fothergill, Elq; Mr. John Moore, 

Mr. N Lucas, © | Mr. Thomas Fames, 
Mr. Thomas Burford, 


STEWARDS 


For the late FEAST of the | 
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Sons of the CLERGY, 


| THIS {1 
1 

SERMON 1 
wo 1 

PREACHED and PRINTED = | 
At their Requeſt, Wh 

Is DEDICATED, il 

Buy their moſt Affectionate and | 


Humble Servant, 


Jobs Rogers, 
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Jos xxix. V. 11, 12, 13. 


When the Ear heard me, then it bleſſed 
me; when the Eye ſaw me, it gave 
witneſs unto me : 

Becauſe I delivered the Poor that cried; 
and the Fatherleſs, and him that had 
none to help him. 

The Bleſſing of him that was ready to 
periſh, came upon me; and I cau- 


ſed the Widows Heart to ſing for Joy. 

I holy Perſon, whoſe Example 
(= 1 is propos 'd to us in this Hiſtory, 
obſerving how little impreſſion 

all he had offer'd in his Defence 

made on his Friends, with a na- 
tural and honeſt Indignation looks back on 
the Regard and Obſeryance that attended him 
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in the Days of his Proſperity: Ihen the ys, 9, to. 


young Men ſaw him, and hid themſelves : 
| and 
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and the Aged aroſe and ſtood up. When Prin- 
ces refrain'd talking before him, and Nobles 
held their Peace. 

The different Uſage he now receiv'd, he 
had the greater Reaſon to complain of; be- 
cauſe he had never demand ed this Reſpect to 
the mere Authority of his Station, or the 
Diſtinction of his Fortunes; but had oblig'd 
Mankind to this Return by his Virtues, Ly 
ſuch Acts of Juſtice and Benevolence, as ought 
to engage Veneration to the Man, under the 
greateſt Alteration of Fortunes and Abilities. 

This Scripture, conſider'd in this View, as 
an Expoſtulation of Job, conſcious of his own 
worth, and regretting the ill Returns made to 
it, might lead me into a Subject to which 


your Attention has been oſten, and very ex- 


cellently, engage d on this Annual Feſtiyal. 
I might obſerve, how every Argument that 
cou'd plead for Eſteem to the Patriarch, might 
be apply d with equal Force to thoſe who 
ſerye in the ſacred Offices of this Church: 

How fair a Similitude of his Holineſs and Vir- 
tues appears in their relation to God, in their 
pure and conſtant Devotion in his Worſhip, 
and, according to their Abilities, in their Mu- 


nificence and Charity. Some reſemblance e- 


ven of his Afflictions, we might find in the 
Diſtreſſes of many of che ſacred Order: And 
b 
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if we enter'd into the Houſe of their Fatherleſs 
Children, and lifted up the Veil of their Wi- 
dows, we might compleat the Image of his 
"Sorrows. In one Circumſtance at leaſt the 
Miſeries both of our Prophets themſelves, and 
theſe their holy Relicts, might be compar'd 
with his, in that they are griev'd with the 
ſame Scorn and Indignity that he was, expo- 
ſed to the Deriſion of Fools, yea Children of. zo. 
baſe Men And I might be allow'd to reſent, 
with ſomething of his Indignation, a Treat- 
ment ſo unſuitable to their Character, and 
their Merits from the World. 

But the words of my Text, more naturally 
lead us to reflect on the noble Uſe and Im- 
provement this venerable Perſon made of bis 
former Proſperity; to conſider our own Duty 
as repreſented to us in his Example; and the 
proper Objects of our Compaſſion, as ſet be- 
fore us in thoſe moving Characters; The Poor 
that cries, and is ready to periſh; The Fa- 
therleſs and the Widow, who have none to 
help them. 

I ſhall therefore confine my preſent Diſ- 
courle to that great and excellent Deſign of 
Charity, upon which this Society was Found- 
ed, and for the Promotion of which. we are 
this Day aſſembled, And, I hope, it will en- 

| encou- 
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courage us in this Labour of Love, to obſerve 
from theſe Words, 


Ia. The proper Uſe and Application of 
Wealth and Authority : To deliver the Poor 
that cries, the Fatherleſs and him that has 
uo Helper; to cauſe the Heart of the Widow 
ro ſing for Foy. 

I, The Encouragement we have thus to 
employ theſe Advantages: The Ear that 
hears us will bleſs us; the Eye that ſees us 
will give witneſs to us; the Bleſſing of him 
that is ready to periſh will come upon us. 

Both theſe general Conſiderations I ſhall 
endeavour to apply by obſerving, 

III. With what Advantage they recom- 
mend the excellent Deſign of this Society, 
and perſuade us chearfully to aſſiſt in the Pro- 
motion of it. And, 

r. We are here reminded of the proper 
Uſe and Application of Wealth and Authority; 
to deliver the Poor that cries, the Father- 
Jeſs, and him that has no Helper; to cauſe 
the Heart of the Widows to ſing for Foy. 
| The DiſtinQions which ariſe from Power 
= and SubjeQion, 'from Riches and Poverty, 
from Eaſe and Affliction, appear ſo unequally 
and irregularly divided among Men, and with 
do little regard to Moral Reaſons, that by 

ſome 
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ſome ſuperficial Obſervers they have been 


form'd into an Objection againſt the Wiſdom 


and Juſtice of God. Bur a little more Atten- 
tion will convince us, that they execute a wile 
and regular Scheme of Providence; are neceſ- 
ſary to preſerye the Order and OEconomy of 
human Society, and unite and endear Man- 
kind to one another. Theſe great and ex- 
cellent Ends they were intended to ſerve; and 
theſe; if the Duties of each Condition be com- 
plied with, will effectually be promoted by 
them. 

Burt then, Wealth and Authority muſt be 
acknowledg'd to diſtinguiſh us only as ſupe- 
rior Servants, appointed by our common Ma- 
ſter, to do Juſtice in the Family, and gzve e- 
very one their Meat in due Seaſon. We are 
not to imagine theſe Favours are indulged 
us merely for our own fakes, to enable us to 
live in Splendor and Eaſe; or to make our 
Families great in Riches or Honours: But we 
mult look upon them as a publick Fund and 
Repoſitory, of which we are only Stewards 
and Diſpenſers, permitted to apply but a cer- 
tain Proportion to our own Ule, and obliged 
to diſtribute the reſt in the Relief of our Fel- 
low Servants. By this Title, the Poor muſt 
be confels'd to have a Right and Propetty in 
the Abundance of thoſe who are better ſup- 


B plied. 


5 


6 


2 Tim. iii. 
15. 


Sermon Preachd before 
plied. Neither is any Man farther juſtify'd in 
ingroſſiing and hoarding up the common 
Bounties of Heaven, than may conſiſt with 
this Claim. 

Theſe Pleas of Natural Reaſon and Juſtice, 
Religion has inforc'd with the Authority of a 
poſitive Command. Every Page in the ſacred 
Oracles of God reminds us of the Tenure 
by which we hold the Bleſſings of his Pro- 
vidence, and our Obligation chearfully to re- 
ſign them to every Demand of Charity. 1 
ſhall not detain an Aſſembly compos'd of Pro- 
phets, and thoſe who have been educated 47 
the Feet of the Prophets, and have known 
the holy Scriptures from Children, with a 
recital of the Places which enjoyn this Duty: 


Vour own recollection will obſerve how fre- 


Meaſure and Pr 


Luke ili. 
21. 


Luke xvili. 


12. 


quently it is commanded; and your Piety will 
remind you with what warmth and carneſt- 
neſs it is recommended by God. 

I ſhall only take Notice, to how noble a 
Fportion the Goſpel has ex- 
tended our Beneficence. We are there requi- 
red not only to Relieve, but even to Divide 
with the Poor; He that hath two Coats, to 


give one to him that has none: Nay, to be 


ready, whenever our Lord calls for it, 70 fell 
All we have, and difiribute to the Wants 


of our Brethren, To propoſe even the un. 


wearied 
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wearied Bounty of God as our Patrern ; — 


To be merciful, as our Father which is in * vi. 


Heaven is merciful; and to eſteem it @ great- 
er Bleſſing to Give, than to Receive. Thus 35. 
are we directed by Juſtice, and commanded 
by Religion, to apply the Advantages of Sta- 
tion, of Fortune, with which God has fa- 
your'd us: And in this generous extent doth 
the Goſpel require our Charity. 

But, with regard to*the Object, we are far- 
ther to obſerve, That both the Obligations 
of the Duty, and the Meaſures preſcrib'd to 
it, are under ſome Limitations: For tho' our 
Benevolence is requir'd to be univerſal, yet 
our Abilities are confin'd to a much narrower 
compaſs, and therefore oblige us to Choice 
and Diſtinction in the external Applications 


of our Charity. 
The Preſſure and Extremity of the Diſtreſs, 


and the Incapacity of the Object ro help 
himſelf, have been always eſteem'd to give a 
right of being preferr'd in our Compaſſion. 
By theſe two Circumſtances, the great Exam- 
ple in my Text ſeems principally to have been 
determin'd in the Expreſſions of his Charity : 
By the former, to him that was ready to pe- 
riſh; by the latter, to him that had none ro 
help hin. 
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For the Fatherleſs and Widow, both theſe 
Circumſtances plead with our Compaſſion; 
where Poverty, Sorrow, and Deſolation meet 
togerher ; where the Mother fits alone, and 
has none to comfort her, and the Children 
cry for Bread, and no Man breaketh it unto 
them. And agreeably, when the Prophet 
wou'd give us the moſt affecting Idea of the 


Calamities of his People, he repreſents them 


Lam. v. 3. 


Jam. i. 


27. 


in this Image: Ye are Orphans, and Father- 
leſs, and our Mothers are as Widows. And 
wherever, thro” the whole Scripture, we find 
our Charity directed with any particular men- 
tion of the Objects of it, the Fatherleſs and 
Widow ſtand always foremoſt upon the Roll, 
and are recommended to the neareſt Regard 
of our Pity. And it is remarkable, that when 
St. James wou'd give us a ſhort Summary of 
Practical Religion, he comprehends the whole 
Duty to our Neighbour, in v:z//#zng the Father- 
leſs and Widows in Afflictiouu: Not that we 
are excus'd by the Apoſtle from other Acts 
of Mercy and Beneficence, but he with rea- 
ſon preſum'd, that he who was inſenſible to 


theſe near Obligations, wou'd be ſtill leſs af- 
fected with thoſe which were more remote; 


and if our Conduct in ſome other inſtances 
might have an appearance of Charity, yet the 
Action was without Religion; muſt be ac- 

counted 
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counted for from ſome ſecular Principle, and 
cou'd por few e Submiſſion of Conſci- 
ence to the Authority of God, who by fo 


many clear and expreſs Directions, has given 
theſe Objects the firſt right ro our Aſſiſtance. 

The Motives that ſhou'd eſpecially prevail 
with us to comply with theſe great Obligati- 
ons, laid on us by Juſtice and our Religion, 
are that inward Joy and Complacency which 
flow back upon the Soul from Acts of Mer- 
cy and Libcraliry ; and above all, thoſe ineſti- 
bmale Rewards which the Goſpel has taught 
us to expect from theſe Duties; Pardon of him 
here, and the eternal Treaſures of Heaven 
hereafter. But, | 

II. The words we have before us allow 
us to take ſome inferior Views into the Ac- 
count, and encourage our ſelves from theſe 
Conſiderations; That the Ear that hears us 
will. bleſs us, the Eye that ſees us will give 
witneſs unto us; the Bleſſing of him that ts 
ready to periſh will come upon us. 

Tho" the Libertine has preyail'd with too 
much Succeſs in diſcrediting our other Virtues, 
he has not yet been able to withdraw the E- 
ſteem of Mankind from Works of Beneficence 
and Charity. While we are employ'd in the 
Exerciſe of theſe lovely Virtues, we appear 
in. the vencrable Character of Subſtitutes of 
God, 
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God, commiſſion'd by him to reach down and 
diſtribute his Bleſſings among our Fellow- Sub- 
jets: And tho' the Acknowledgments of the 
Poor are ultimately due to God, the Original 
Fountain which ſupplies every want of his 
Creatures, yet an intermediate Honour and 
Reſpect he allows and commands to be given 
| to the Hand, thro* which his Bounty deſcends 
to them. By this, the Harmony of Proyi- 
dence is preſerv'd in the World, the ſeveral 
Ranks and Orders of Men engag'd to one a 
nother by a mutual exchange of Affections; 
all diſquieting, unbenevolent Paſſions are ex- 
tinguiſh'd, and an [univerſal Cheerfulneſs is 
diftuſed thro*' human Society. 

On theſe returns of Gratitude from the Ob- 
jets of our Charity, and from the World 
who are Witneſſes of it, we are permitted to 
reflect with pleaſure, as a preſent encourage- 
ment deſign'd by God to excite and reward 
our Virtue; and therefore the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt have not thought it inconſiſtent with 
| the Spirituality of the Goſpel, to direct our 
| regard to this Motive of Action: ¶ hat ſoe ver 
| things are lovely, what ſdever things are of 
| good Report, if there be any Virtue, any 
Praiſe, to think of theſe things. A Chri- 
ſtian, the moſt indifferent to Applauſe, may 
find even a pious Satisfaction in theſe Atten- 

| dants 
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dants on his Charity, when he conſiders them 
as enlarging his Capacities of doing good; as 
giving influence to his Example, and Autho- 
rity to his Inſtructions, and deriving Honour 
and Credit on his Religion. The Pleaſure 
we take in theſe happy Effects of Eſteem is 
generous and ſpiritual, and reſults from the 
nobleſt intention of human Virtue; That Men 1:4 + 
ſeeing our good Works may glorify our Father '* 
which is in Heaven. 

But the other Motive here propos'd for our 
encouragement, the Bleſſings of thoſe whom 
we relieve, is in its Nature properly Religi- 
ous ; derives all its Force from a conviction 
of our Dependence on Providence, and the 
efficacy of human Prayers; and virtually in- 
cludes All that we hope for from the Divine 
Favour in this World, or the next. The Blet- 
ſings of the Poor conſider'd in this view, as 
improving our Intereſt in God, and aſſuring 
our Expectations from his Bounty, have an 
immediate ſpiritual effect in refining our Cha- 
rity from that haughtineſs with which we are 

apt to look upon thoſe whom we oblige ; 
while they repreſent the Objects of our Pity 
as returning us a full equivalent in their Pray- 
ers. A return, indeed, great and valuable in 
the Accounts of Religion; and which tho' 
none are too Poor to make, yet none are too 
Great, 
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Great, or too Rich to deſire: For if we arc 
Eclſ iv. taught fo fear the Curſe of the Poor, when 
ve we turn away our Face from him, becauſe if 
he curſes us in the bitterneſs of his Soul, his 
Imprecation will be heard hy him that mad: 
him; with much greater Aſſurance may we 
expect that God, who delights rather in re- 
warding than afflicting his Creatures, will 
hear and anſwer the Prayers of his Gratitude ; 
that the Interceſſions he offers for us in the 
feryour and tranſport of his Joy, will prevail 
with the divine Bounty -to multiply his Fa- 
vours upon us; eſpecially, ſince his Prayers 
aſcend not alone; but the Ear that hears us 
and the Eye that ſees us, all who arc Wit- 
neſſes of our Virtue and good Works, will joyn 
with him in Bleſſiug us, and with united Devo- 
tion addreſs the Mercy of God to reward us 
with every recompence he has promiſed to 
Charity. And I muſt obſerve that our Title 
to both theſe encouragements of our Virtue, 
both the Eſteem and the Bleſſings of Men, de- 
pends on our preſerving a due Regard to the 
nearer or more diſtant Right of the Object to 
our Charity. If while we are intent on the 
relief of the idle and undeſerving, we neglect 
him that is ready to periſh : If we ſuffer the 
Tears of the Fatherleſs and Widow to fall un- 
pitied and unregarded, the Praiſe of our Libe- 
ralit 
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rality will be loſt in the Reproach of ſo mer- 
cileſs an Omiſſion; neither will the Bleſſings 
of him whom we aſſiſt be attended to by God, 
when oppos'd by the Maledictions of thoſe 
whoſe Right we paſs by, and whom we de- 
fraud of our Charity. Ihen one prays, Flu 
(fays the Son of Syrach) and another curſes, 
whoſe Voice ſhall the Lord hear ? When one 
deſires God to approve and reward an Action 
contrary to Juſtice, and his own expreſs Di- 
rection, and the other intreats him only to 
execute the Penalties of his own Commands, 
the Queſtion is eaſily refolv'd: The cry of 
the injur'd ſhall certainly be heard, (to ule the 
words of the ſame Author) It will pierce the Fcluſ, 
Clouds, and till it come nigh he will not be 
comforted, neither will he depart till the 
moſt High behold to judge righteonſly, and 
execute Judgment. 

From theſe general Conſiderations of the 
Direction and Encouragement here given to 
our Charity, I go on to obſerve, 

III. Wich what Advantage they recommend 
the excellent Deſign of this Sociery, and per- 
ſuade us liberally ro aſſiſt in the promotion 
of it. . 
From the Direction here given to our Cha- wt | 
rity, it has been already obſery'd, that the 1 
Extremity of the Affliction and the Inability 1 
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of the Object, give a right of being preferr'4 
in our Compaſſion : And that by both theſe 
Circumſtances, the Fatherleſs and Widow ſtand 
intitled to the firſt Expreſſions of our Pity. 
But for the Fatherleſs and Widow whoſe 
Relief is intended in this Charity, theſe 
Arguments plead with a Force much ſuperior 
to what they have in common Applications. 
Imagination it ſelf can hardly draw a more 
affecting Scene of Miſery than the Day of 
Mourning in the Family of a poor Clergy- 
man, To how ſtrait and neceſſitous a Con- 
dition the unreform'd Invaſions of Popery 
have reduc'd great Numbers of our Parochial 
Clergy, the melancholy Account return'd up- 
on a publick * Survey of the Land, will not 
ſuffer to be longer conceal'd. Confin'd with- 
in ſo narrow a Compaſs, it was impoſſible for 
the good Man, while yet Alive, to make the 
leaſt Proviſion againſt this great Day of Di- 
ſtreſs. The utmoſt he cou'd do, by the great- 
eſt Care and Frugality, was to fence againſt 
the preſent Neceſſity ; Hunger and Naked- 
neſs were always ready to enter into his Doors, 
and were difficultly kept out by the beſt Ma- 
nagement: Eyen that little, he was permitted 
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* In the ear 1707. by which it appeared that there are 


five Thouſand Livings in England not exceeding fifty Pound 


per Annam, and to Thouſand not exreeding ten Pound. 
| i to 
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to call his own, was more expos'd to the 
Fraud of the Craſty, and the Violence of the 
Oppreſſor than any other Tenure, and even 
by being little, incapable of the Protection of 
the Law againſt either. At the ſame time we 


muſt conſider him as oblig'd, if he wou'd hue ores rye. 


any Dignity and Influence to his Miniſtry, to 
reſtrain himſelf from all baſe, and in a great 
meaſure, from all ſecular methods of enlarging 
his Circumſtances. We muſt conſider him as 
requir'd to live in, at leaſt as reputable a Fi- 
gure as any other Perſon of the ſame Fortune, 
Something even out of his little, it was ex- 
pected thou'd flow from him in Hoſpitality 
and Charity; neither wou'd Decency permit 
him to breed the Family that depended on him 
to ſuch mean and ſervile Employments, by 
which Perſons of the loweſt Condition are u- 
ſually ſupported ; nor wou'd his Abilities reach 
to qualify them for better: So that when the 
melancholy Day is come, that this their only 
Support is taken from them, it finds them 


without any Proviſion againſt the fatal Change. 
Their Poverty comes upon them (in the Image „ 3 


ofthe Royal Preacher) lite an armed Man; ſei- 11. 
zes them naked and defenceleſs, unprepar'd to 
make the leaſt reſiſtance, and even by their 
relation to the holy Order, excluded from the 
Aſſiſtance, and expos'd to the Contempt and 
© Averſion 
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Averſion of a numerous Party among us; and 
in this deſolate friendleſs Condition, left to 
the Shame, Temptation, and Deſpair of ex- 
treme Neceſſity. And if ſome, who appear 
now among the Objects of our Charity, have 

Alte from a Condition of greater Plenty, 
their Caſe is rather more deplorable; the 
renderneſs of their Education renders them 
leſs able to ſtruggle with Difficulties, and 
the Burden lies with an addition of weight 
on thoſe who have never been inur'd to bear 
any. Confider'd in all theſe Circumſtances, 
ir is (I think) impoſſible to conceive any hu- 
man Sorrow greater than their Sorrow ; any 
Objects who have a more immediate Title 
to our Relief from theſe Characters, That 
they are ready to periſh, and have none to 
help them. 

But theſe and all other Conſiderations that 
recommend the Object to a preference in 
our Compaſſiion, are ſtill farther enforc'd by 
Obligations of Nature, Affinity, or the ncar- 
neſs of any of thoſe Relations which en- 
dear us to one another. Thus, tho' we arc 

Gal. vi. bound to be ready, as we have Opportunity 
To do good to all Men, yet a prior Regard is 
due to the Houſhold of Faith. Tho” the Cry 

of every one that is ready to periſh, tho' the 

Tears of every Orplian, and the /ighs of e- 

oN very 
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every Widow ſhou'd move us to Pity ; yet if 


we hear the Voice of our Brother in the ſame 
Diſtreſs ; if the Children or Reli& of our Friend 
or our Father's Friend, appear before us in the 
fame helpleſs deſtitute Condition, our Com- 
paſſion ſhou'd be more intimately affected with 
their Sorrows, and our Hand be firſt reach'd 
out in the Relief of their Miſery. 

How agreeable then to Juſtice, and to e- 
very reaſon and inducement of Pity muſt our 
Charity appear when determin'd to theſe our 
| Brethren, who are not only Partakers of the 
{ame Faith, bur allicd ro us in Birth and Edu- 
cation, deſcended from the ſame holy Stock, 
and nouriſh'd with the Bread of the lame Al- 
tar. Every good Chriſtian who has any E- 
ſteem for the ſacred Character, will feel ſome 


uncommon Tenderneſs riſing in his Breaſt, 


when he ſecs a Family ſo nearly related to it 


caſt out and periſhing in the Streets; Piety will 


remind him thar ſomething is due to them for 
their Fathers fake, for the fake of that holy 
Office in which he miniſtred ; and ſomething 
alſo for Chriſt's ſake, whole Servant and Em- 
baſſador he was, and to whom theſe iti le ones 
whom he has left, ſeem by a peculiar Title to 
belong. 

But with much ſtronger influence, ſhou'd 
all theſe Arguments prevail with our Com. 


"4 paſſion.. 


17 


18 A Sermon Freach'd before 


paſſion, For as often as we reflect on their 
Father, we ſee the Friend, the Fellow-Scryant, 
the Brother of our own, honour'd with the 
lame Commiſſion from Chriſt, and a joynt 
Steward of the Miſteries of the Goſpel. The 
Sentiments of ſo ncar an Affinity cannot bur 
give us a more immediate Intereſt and Con- 
cern in their Fortunes; incline us to 99471 
when they mourn, and rejoyce when they re- 
Joyce. 

In a great part of us it muſt raiſe the ten- 
tereſt Sympathy, to recollect how many Years 
of our Life we our ſelves held all our Hopes 
by the ſame Tenure that they did, and were c- 
qually expos'd ro thele Calamities which arc 
faln on them. Such a Review muſt affect 
us with a quick and feeling Scnſc of their Mi- 
ſery, and convince that we are more a- kin 
to their Afflictious than to other Mens! 

We ſhou'd farther reflect, that if by the 
continuance of that precious Life on which we 
depended, and the advantages of that Educa- 
tion which his Care has given us, God has bleſt 
us with a greater Abundance; This very Di- 
ſtinction of our Fortunes is originally deriv'd 
from that ſacred Store which is the Portion of 
Levi, and therefore that whatever part of it 
1 we devote to Charity, belongs by a ſpecial 
G Right to the Relicts of thoſe who waited at 
_ the Altar. | W hen 


* 
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When the Object ſtands diſtinguiſh'd by fo 
many near and engaging Titles to our Com- 
paſſion, we are not at Liberty to conſider the 


provided for: For every Argument that pleads 
for the Needy in general, concludes with the 
fame Force for a due Precedence to be given to 
theſe Claims. He who ſquanders away his 
Abilities in the Relief of a Stranger, while his 
Brother periſhes at his Hand, if their Preten- 
ſions are equal in other Reſpects, may with 
rhe greateſt Equity be eſteem'd to have robb'd 
and murder'd his Brother. Pity is no longer 
a Virtue than ir is govern'd by Reaſon and 
Juſtice; when it flows without any Regard 
to the Merits of the Object, it is Weakneſs 
and Paſſion, and even in its happieſt Applica- 
tions, but a more pardonable Infirmity : But 
when in neglect of the Obligations of Nature 
or Friendſhip, it is diverted to foreign unallicd 
Objects, it is Injuſtice and Cruelty, and there- 
fore will be without any Title to the Rewards 
of Charity; will be unbleſs'd and unprais'd, 
will be reſented by God, and abhorr'd by Men. 
But God and Man will approve, every Proſ- 
pect and Encouragement of Virtue, will Re- 
ward our Charity to theſe our Brethren, whom 
the ſtrongeſt Pleas of Right and Preference re- 
commend to our Juſtice, and the moſt affect. 


wo 


Wants of more remote Relations till his arc 
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Philem, 
16. 


and all the Ties of Relation and Affinity are 


ivg Motives of Tenderneſs to our Compaſ. 
ſion. 

Great and Juſt is the Applauſe that has at- 
tended our Charity, ſo liberally poured forth 
to every diſtreſſed Branch of the Reformation : 
But all the Honour we have acquir'd to our 
Religion by theſe Acts of Beneficence, will be 
changed into Reproach, if while our Hand is 
open'd fo wide to theſe diſtant Relations, we 
ſuffer thoſe who have the neareſt Intereſt in 
our Pity, our Brethren both in the Fleſh and the 
Lord, to periſh at our Doors. That Light with 
which weare commanded to ſhine before Men, 
looſes its Beauty unleſs it be regularly diſſus'd; 
unleſs it acts with the greateſt warmth and in- 
fluence on thoſe Objects which God and Na- 
ture have placed in the neareſt dependence on 
it, and is extended with gradual abatements to 
thoſe which are farther of. If theſe Propor- 
tions are -unobſery'd, our good Works will a 
pear darkned with Spots and Blemiſhes, be 
without Charity and without Praiſe: But when 
Mercy and Juſtice are met together; when 
Piety to God and Affection to his Servants, 


taken into the Account, the Example appears 
bright and luminous throughout, and is rai- 
ſed to the moſt venerable Perfection of human 
Virtue. Reverence and Eſteem wait on the 

1 Perſons 


the Soxs of the Crnncy. 


Perfons adorn'd with fo lovely a Chara- 
Eter: The ' preſent Age will tell of their 
W:i/dom, and lateſt Poſterity will ſhew forth 
their Praiſe. 

There are ( bleſſed be God) in the Re- 
cords of this Society, of thoſe who have 
left a Name behind them, that their Praiſe 
might be reported ; merciful Men, whoſe 
Righteouſneſs muſt never be forgotten by 
us. 

Thar indulgent Prince by whoſe Hand this 
Society was firſt form'd, and enabled to re- 
ceive the Devotions of thoſe who mourn'd 
for the Diſtreſſes of Levi, will ſtand always 
foremoſt in the facred Annals of this Cha- 
rity. 

Nor will "= Memory of that glorious Queen 
ever be forgotten, in whoſe Eyes the Miniſters 
of the Lord were precious; whole tender 
Heart, tho' ir felt every Affliction of her Peo- 
ple, yet was more eſpecially griev'd for the Mi- 
ſeries of thoſe who were related to the Altar. 
And while the pious Care of this Society was 


2 


Eccluſ. 
xliv. 15. 


Ecelu/. 
xliv. 8. 
10. 


employ'd in gathering up, and refreſhing the 


diſperſed and withering Branches, by an unex- 
ampled Stream of Royal Bounty, water'd and 
comforted the holy Root whence they ſprang. 


Remedy thus 9 TY to the ſource 
of 
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of the Evil, we are bound to acknowledge a- 
mong the greateſt Benefactions to this Charity; 
the Effects of it will daily appear in leſſening 
our Burden, enlarging the extent and propor- 
tion of our Aſſiſtance, and preventing the Ca- 
lamities we here redreſs. Let her Name be e- 
ver mention d with Reverence and Honour; 
and while this holy Place, ſo often the Wit 
neſs of her Triumphs, reminds us of the Glo- 
ries and Succeſſes of her Reign: Let us eſpe- 
cially commemorate that exemplary Piety and 
Devotion, that Zeal for the Worſhip, and Com- 
paſſion to the Servants. of God, which 
prevail'd with Heaven to ſhower down ſo 
eminent a Portion of. theſe Bleſſings - upon 
her. 

Nor will our Gratitude fail of making juſt 
Returns of our Obedience and our Prayers, to 
the Munificence of our preſent gracious Sove.. 
reign, who hath enlarg'd and confirm'd the 
Favours of his Royal Predeceſſors to us. The 


Bleſſing of him- that is ready to periſh will 


come upon him, and fight for him againſt his 


Enemies, better. than ange Spear, and 4. 


ſtrong Shield. 


But Acts of Muniſicence chat flow from the. 


Throne, like the Bleſſings of Providence, pro- 
— from Powers ſo much ſuperior to our 


Own, 


the Soxs of the CLxroy. 


own, and appear in effects ſo vaſtly diſpropor- 
tion'd to our Abilities, that tho' they fill our 
Hearts with Admiration and Praiſe, yet are 
conſider'd with leſs Influence and Inſtruction, 
than more private and imitable Examples of 
Virtue. 

And let us magnify the Name of our God, 
who has raiſed up among us a f glorious Exam- 
ple, one of our Brethren, like our ſelves, of zhe 
Sons of Levi, who has ſhewn us how the 
Bounty of a Prince may be imitated in a pri- 
vate Fortune. From his Hand has a Bleſſing 


23 


fal'n on the Inheritance of the Lord, and re- ?/«l. 


freſh'd it when it was weary ; not ina ſuddain 
hort Effuſion, but like the Dew of Heaven ga- 
herd ſilently and ſecretly, as in the Night, and 
ſhed abroad with an equal extenſive Influence, 
ind appointed to remain a perpetual never- 
ailing Supply to all Generations. The Ear 


+ Dr. Turner, late Preſident of C. C. C. Oxon, who by hu 
Vill, after ſome Legacies, leſt the Remainder of his Eſtate a- 
mounting to 200CO l. to this Corporation, This excellent Per- 
vn, (whom I am obliged to mention with particular Honour,) 
nade this Diſpoſition of his Eſtate ſeveral Years before his Death; 
all which time, the whole Improvement of his Fortunes was in 
eſſect annually applied to this Charity, by which Method he had 
the Satisfaction of doing Good every Day of his Life, together 
with the Concealment his Modeſty deſired in doing it. 
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that bears his Name will ever bleſs it; but 
the Eye that hath ſeen him, is more eſpecial] y 
bound to give Teſtimony unto him; to be his 
Witneſs to the World, with what Care and wile 
Frugality he manag'd the facred Treaſure, long 
ſet apart and devoted to God; and which, for 
many Years, he look don as no part of his own, 
but a Talent committed to his Truſt, for the 
improvement of which he was ſtrictly accoun- 
table to God and the Poor. 

Marbles and Epitaphs may become our Gra- 
titude, to ſo great an Ornament of our Reli- 
gion; but the moſt glorious Inſeriptions of his 
Praiſe are written, not on Tables of Stone, 
but on the Hearts of the Fatherleſs and 

Widow, whom he bas cauſed to ſing for 
Joy. | 
The only Reward he had himſelf in View, 
we doubt not, he has receiv'd from God in 
his holy Habitation, whom He imitated in 
that lovely Character, fo often aſſum'd by 
Divine Mercy, The Father of the Father- 
leſs, aud the Fiusband of the Widow. But 
tho' he ſought only the Praiſe of God, and 
fo induſtriouſly declin'd ht of Men, yet will 
the Juſtice and Piety of all Ages make this 
Acknowledgment alſo to his Virtue. 7% 
Memorial of bis abundant Kindneſs ſhall be 
5 | pre- 


the Soxs of the Cure. 25 
preſerv d, ſweet as Honey in all Months, and Flu. 
as Muſick at a Banquet of Mine. His Name 
ſhall for ever ſtand recorded as the great Pat- . 151. 5. 
tern and Encouragement of Charity; 4 Name 
more to be deſired than that of Sons and 
Daughters; an everlaſting Name that ſhall 
not be cut off: And may it ever be effectu- 

al to animate others to go and do lite- 
wiſe.” 

For tho” a noble Foundation is laid for this 
good Work; though the Hands of this So- 
ciety are mightily ſtrengthened by many 
great and generous Aſſiſtances in this La- 
bour of Love, yet the Veſſels prepar'd for 
the reception of this Charity are not yet 
full; nor is the Proviſion already laid in 
equal, either to the Numbers or Wants of 
thoſe it is applied to. And unleſs theſe De- 
ficiencies are ſupply d by our farther Libera. 
lity, many muſt be neglected in this Mini- 
ration, and few be reliey'd in proportion to 
their Neceſſities. 

Methinks when the Objects are ſo nearly 
related to us, we ſhou'd not content our ſelves 
barely with giving Bread to the Famine of 
their Houſholds; but we ſhou'd ſupport them 
as our Brethren, as Perſons in whoſe Credit 
our own is concern'd; and whom we are 

| there- 
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therefore oblig'd to reſcue, not only from 
the Diſtreſs, bur from rhe Diſhonour of Po- 
verty. We are not ignorant with what 
Scorn the Adverſaries of the Reformation 
have upbraided us with the Inconyeniencics 
of a Married Clergy : With what Triumphs 
they obſerve to us the Miſeries of their Or- 
phans and Widows, and how invidiouſly 
the Diſgrace of theſe Inſtances is reflected 
on our Religion. Now, tho' many juſt Re- 
plies may be given to this Objection; yet 
better it would be, if the Foundation of 
the Reproach were it ſelf removed: If 
none could be found among the Deſcen- 
dents of the Holy Tribe, whoſe Sorrows 
might give our Enemies this Occaſion to 
blaſpheme, and revile either our Birth, or 
our Charity. 

Thanks be to God, who moved the 
Heart of our late Royal Benefactreſs to re. 
ſtore part of thoſe Spoils which Popiſh 
Tyranny had raviſhed from the Altar. So 
glorious an Example will, we hope, encou- 
rage others to compleat the righteous Work, 
and take away that great and only Blemiſh 
from our Reformation. But till our Prayers 
can obtain this Bleſſing, it will become our 

Piety to draw a Veil oyer this Reproach 

| and 
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and cover the Nakedneſs of our Mother 
from the Contempt of thoſe that hate her: 
To aſſiſt theſe our Brethren: with ſuch a Mea- 
ſure of our Charity, as may reſtore them to- 
that Eſteem which is due to their Deſcent 
and their Virtues; and remove not only 
the ſecret Preſſure, but the Appearance of 
Miſery : That when the Enemy ſhall go a- 
bout our Sion, he may be forc'd to.acknow- 
ledge Her fair, without Spot or Hrinkle, and 
his Scorn may be changed into Reycrence 
and Praile. 

I thall only add, that as the Houle of Pray- 


er, in which we now ſtand, and the holy 
Duties we have here perform'd, cannot but 


ſoften our Hearts, and diſpoſe them for the 
Impreſſions of Charity, ſo let the fame juſt 
and tender Sentiments accompany us to- the 
Houſe of Feaſting,, whither we are going. 
Let us look upon thisas one of thoſe Feafts un- 
to the Lord, commanded in the Law; a Feaſt, 
in which None muſt appear empty, but where , 
every one is bound to give, according to the 15, © 
Bleſſing of the Lord which he hath gruen 
him: That our Mirth may be ſanctify'd with 
Charity; That the Poor, the Fatherleſs, and 
the Widow may rejoyce with us: That their 
Prayers and Benedictions may reſt on our 
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Heads, and prevail with God to reſtore what 
we now lay out ten Thouſand- fold, in the 
Felicities of this Life, and the Glories of a 
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THE 
PRESENI STATE 


OF THE 


CHARITY 


Applied to the RELIEF of the 


Widows and Children 
CLERGY-MEN. 


ING Charles II. did in the thirtieth 
Year of his Reign (Anu. 1678.) 
erect a Corporation for the Re- 
| lief of poor Widows and Chil- 
chan of Clergy-Men; which Corporation, 
hath from rime to time been endowed by 


E the 
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the Charity of well diſpoſed Perſons, with 
a Revenue now amounting to about two thou- 
{and Pounds a Year. 

This Revenue, great as it is, and greatly re- 
dounding to the Honour of the pious Benefa- 
tors, one of which alone gave lately twenty 
thouſand Pounds, is nevertheleſs far inſufficient 
ro anſwer the preſſing Wants, for the Relief 
of which this Corporation was erected. 

For there are uſually near ſix hundred Wi- 
dows of Clergymen, who have been left fo 
intirely deſtitute of all Subſiſtence, as to ap- 
ply yearly for Relief to this Corporation; and 
it hath been found that the Number of Perſons 
ſo applying hath hitherto encreaſed. 

The Number of Clergymen in England 
may be computed to be about twelve Thou- 
fand, their Widows applying for Charity a- 
bout ſix Hundred, which is about One in 
Twenty. But when it is conſider'd that there 
are five Thouſand Livings (including Dona- 
tives and perpetual Curacies) not exceeding 
fifty Pounds a Vear; and of theſe two Thou- 
ſand, not exceeding ten Pounds a Vear; it 
will not appear ſo ſtrange, that of Clergymens 
Widows One in Twenty ſhould come to 
want; as that from among the other Clergy 
(chiefly) in fourty Years time, a Subſiſtence 
n | for: 


1 
for them ſhould be raiſed of two Thouſand 
Pound a Year. 
But moreover, theſe ſix Hundred poor Wi- 
dows have generally large Families of Children 
depending on them; and the Number of ſuch 
miſerable Orphans, from the Certificates given 
into the Corporation, have been computed 
to amount to at leaſt two Thouſand. 
From whence it appears, that in order to j 
allow cach of rheſe ſix Hundred Widows with [ 
their Family, for their whole Subſiſtence, bur 
ren Pounds a Year, it would require an An- 
nual Revenue of at leaſt ſix Thouſand Pounds: | 
That of two Thouſand Pounds, wherewith | 
this Corporation is at preſent. endowed, tho? 1 
applied with the greateſt Care and Fidelity, ‚ 
not being hitherto capable of affording to each | | 
| 
| 
| 
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more than three Pounds yearly; a Sum, much 
lower than many of the meaneſt Pariſh-Poor 
receive, eſpecially if they have Families de- 
pending upon them. 

His preſent moſt gracious Majeſty King 
George, in Regard to the humble Petition of | 
this Corporation, has been pleas d to grant his | 
Royal Licence, dated December 16, in the { 
Firſt Year of his Reign; enabling them ro 
make farther Purchaſes and Acquiſitions, not 
exceeding five Thouſand Pound per Aur. 


It 


[ 4 ] 


It is therefore hop'd, that among the great 
and ſignal Charities wherewith this Age a- 
boundeth, ſome diſtinguiſhing Regard will be 
had to this Corporation, when pious and 
well diſpoſed Perſons are appriz'd how inſuf. 
ficient the preſent Proviſion is to anſwer the 
good Intention of this Society, and what far- 
ther Acceſſions they are capable of receiving; 
and allo know a proper Form wherein to give 
or grant their Benefactions. For which End, 
here followeth a Form wherein to give a Sum 
of Money. 


A.B. of 
I do promiſe 


to pay to the Governors of the Charity, for 
the Relief of poor Widows and Children of 
Clerg ymen, the Sum of Sterling, 
on or before the 

Witneſs my Hand. 


This may be inſerted among Ltcacirs 
ina W1LL. 


TEM, I give and deviſe unto the Gover- 
nors of the Charity, for the Relief of poor 
Widows and Children of Clerg ymen, the Sum 
of Pounds, to be paid to one 
of the Treaſurers 


[if 


1:51] 


[If either be an annual Payment, it may 
be ſo expreſs'd, and the * Times of 
Payment. . 


For deviſing Hovszs and LanDs. 


TEM, I give and deviſe unto the Gover- 


nors of the Charity, for the Relief of poor 
Widows and Children of Clerg ymen, and their 
Succeſſors for ever, all that my Meſſuage, 
and Lands ſitu- 
ate and being in 


But beſides ſuch Donations and Legacies, 
by which it is hoped, the ſtanding Revenue of 
this Society will be farther improv'd: It is 
preſum'd, that many good Chriſtians, tho' un- 
able to add any thing Conſiderable to the En- 
dowment of the Corporation, will be inclin'd 
to contribute to the Support of the Charity, 
either by Subſcriptions, or by Remittances to 
the Hands of the Treaſurers; or by -encou- 
raging the Collections at the Annual Feaſts: 
Eſpecially when 'tis known, that whatever is 
given in any of theſe Ways, is conſtantly and 
effectually apply d to the Augmentation of 

the 


[5] 


the Penſions, or the Apprenticing out of Cler- 
gymens Children. 


The Preſent TREzAsSURERSs of the Con- 
'PORATION. are, 


Mr. Robert Glyn, Oil-man, at the Corner 
of Hatton-Garden, Holbourn. 

Mr. Jobn Colt, Merchant, in Clements- 
Lane, Lombard. ſtreet. 

Mr. Thomas F. —_ Druggiſt, in Memgete- 


ſtreet. 


And Notice is always given of the Annual 
Feaſt, in the publick Papers, 
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